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habit and his thoughts at the time of death, he was born as
a spider in Dakshina Kailasa. As he had gifted fine clothes
for Sivalinga he was devoted to Siva in his next birth as a
spider called SRI.
He took bath regularly in the river Swarnamukhi and
visited the sanctum sanctorum of the Vayu Linga and
prostrated several times. From the yarn emulating from the
body he decorated the vicinity with several chariots,
mandaps, towers, thrones etc. He made 32 offerings and
devoutly worshipped Lord Siva. This was continued for
several years. Lord Parameswara wanted to test the depth
of his devotion.
On the fourteenth day of the bright half of the moon
in the month of Chaitra, a Monday, the Lord caused all the
creations of the spider to be reduced to ashes. The spider
was disappointed and ended his life by entering the flames
of the lamp near-by. By the grace of God the spider regained
his original form. He beheld before him Lord Sankara
seated on His favorite bull and sang His praise:
"I worship Mahadeva residing in the Kailasa on the
banks of the river Swarnamukhi. My salutations to the
blue-throated Mahadeva who is Eternal, Power, Knowledge
and Bliss.
I pray to Mahadeva whose half is Gnanambika and
who freely grants boons to His devotees. I worship
Mahadeva who annihilated the adamant Manmadha and
who carefully watches the activities of all beings. I worship
Mahadeva whose face is adorned by the impression of the
great devotee Kannappa's foot and who had relished the
meat offered by him. I worship Mahadeva who Jias ten
hands and Vishnu as arrow and who is the cause of all the
worlds. I worship Mahadeva the saviour of souls from the
cycle of births and deaths. I worship Mahadeva whom sages
perceive in their own hearts as pure and one without a
second.